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Minister, who will be in charge of the Bill
next gession, will be able to speak to it when
it comes forward again. I move—
‘“That the Bill be now read a
time,’”’
On motion by Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom,
debate adjourned.

second

Sitting suspended from 6 p.m. to 855 p.m.

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.
Returned from the Assembly without amend-
ment,

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS, CLOSE OF
SESSION.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebatch—East) [8.56]: It is my intention
to move that the House at its rising adjourn
until Wednesday, the 19th June. Between now
and that date a proclamation will be issued
proroguing Parliament. Before submitting the
motion, I would like to express my deep in-
debtedness to hon. members for the kindness,
consideration, and assistance that T have re-
ceived from all sides of the House during what
has been a long, and I am sure, a very trying
session for all.  Perhaps it would not be out
of place if at this moment of great crisis I
ghould express the hope that it will not be
long before these members of this Chamber,
who are serving the Empire on active service,
baving completed their task will be back
amongst us, and on behalf of the House I ex-
press to you, Sir, the hope that the brief period
of rest and refreshment will be both pleasant
and beneficial. I move—

“*That the House at its rising adjourn
until Wednesday, the 19th June.’’

Hon., W, EINGSMILL (Metropalitan)
[8.57]: I should like to support the remarks
of the leader of the House by congratulating
him upon the capable way in which he has laid
the business of the House before hon. members,
more especially when we consider the trying
nature of the task which he has had in a ses-
gion, whiech hegan so long ago that the be-
ginning of it seems to be lost in the dimness
of ages. T confess that T utterly forget when
this session did begin, and T am only happy to
remember that it ends to-might. I might now
bhe allowed to wish you, Sir, in the brief holiday
that we are to have, good health, and express
the hope that you may rcturn to preside over
us invigorated by the rest even thongh it may
bhe a brief one. I have pleasure in supporting
the motion, and in echoing the wishes of the
Colonial Secretary that those who have gone
from among ng in this Couneil, in common with
all our brave scldiers, may come back to us as
soon as possible, victorious after this fearful
battle they are now engaged in.

Hon, H. MILLINGTON (North-East)
[8.59]: With other hen. members I also appre-
ciate the kindly remarks of the leader of the
House. I am not in the habit of indulging in
undue laudation of my fellows, but at the same
time I think we all agree that honour should
be given where honour is due. Politically, the
Colonial Secretary and I do not agree, but that
does not prevent me from realising the heavy

task he has to carry in presenting the business
from practically atl departments to this House.
T was wont to sympathise with Mr, Drew,
During his term of office he bad a particularly
hard lot, and this must algo be realised by the
present Colonial Secretary. 4As a matter of
fact, that hon. gentleman did not make it
eagier for Mr. Drew. At the same time, al-
though on practically all occeasions the leader
of the House and myself are opposed politie-
ally, speaking personally we are friends. T
alse think that we realise the particularly hard
task that the Government have had in carrying
on the affairs of the country under present
eonditions. I do not think there has been dur-
ing this session any carping eriticism. It is
necessary, of eourse, to keep every Government
up to the seratch. Such eriticism as has been
offered from my little corwer has, I maintain,
been infended to be of a helpful nature. It
may not have been received in that way, but
I asgure the Colonial Secretary that this was
our chject, and that none of our criticism has
been of a personal nature, particularly so far
as the Colonial Secretary and his departments
are concerned. T have much pleasure in ae-
knowledging the kindly remarks of the [eader
of the House,
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.4 p.m.

1

Tegislative Fssembly,

Thursday, 30th May, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430 pm,,
and read prayers.

[For *‘Questions on Notice'’ and *‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’’]

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL ROYAL
COMMISSION, DHSTRIBUTION OF
REPORT AND EVIDENCE,

Mr, HARRISON (without notice} asked the
Premier: It seems that numbers of eopies of
the report of the Royal Commission on Agri-
culture, which has been somewhat costly, have
been issued to members of Parliament and de-
parimental officers. Would the Premier sup-
ply any surplus of these copies to mechanies’
institute and libraries through the country dis- -
tricts? Will the evidence given in that report
he accessible to people in the country?

The PREMIER replied: I shall have plea-
sure in acceding to the hon, member’s request.
It is only right that this report should be in
the hands of all those who are primarily in-
terested in the matter. I shall he pleased to
have any surplus copies distributed in the
manner requested by the hon. member.
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QUESTION—RETURNED SOLDIERS.
Court Cases—Special Tribunal

Mr. THOMSON (without notice) asked the
Attorney General: Has the attention of the
Attorney General been dArawn to the case of
Charles Edward Rooney, a returned soldier,
who was eharged at to-day’s Police Court with
stealing a ring valued at 10s.?t The soldier
was not defended. He has served three years
at the Front, has lost one eye, his right arm
is paralysed and he has been sunffering from
shell shock. According to the police evidence
there was no record against him, but he was
sentenced te ome month’s imprisonment with
hard labour.

Hon. P. Collier: What is going wrong with
our Police Magistrates? There seems to be a
vendetta against our returned soldiers.

Mr, THOMSON: Will the Attorney Gen-
eral take steps to have this offender let off
under the First Offenders’ Aect, and, secondly,
will he appoint a special tribunal to deal with
soldiers composed of a Magistrate and a medi-
cal officer, and see that in future these men
are provided with covmsel?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied: In
" answer to the hon. member, T may say I have
not heard of the ease before as it only oc-
curred to-day. I shall be glad to inquire into
it first thing in the morning and investigate
it, and do that which is right.

Mr. Thomson: Will the Attorney General
see that this man gets off under the First
Offenders’ Aect?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T ecamnot
tell the hon. member that until T have seen the
evidence. He may depend that T will look af
the matter in a reasonable way. Regarding the
second part of the han. member’s question as
to whether a special tribunal could be con-
stitutedl to try returned soldiers’ offences, T
do not think I can hold out any hope of agree-
ing to such a course.

Mr. Thomson: There should be one.

The ATTORNEY GEXERAL: I may say
that in all soldiers’ cases, where there is the
slightest indication of shell shock or derange-
ment by reason of the war, the course I have
adopted iz this, that after the Magistrate has
dealt with the soldier and he has been con-
vieted for an offence, after the ease has gone
throngh my department, it is referred to the
Colonial Secretary’s department where the
secldier is examined by the medical authori-
ties. On their report T then base the decision
that T arrive at. That practically meeis the
ease set out in the second part of the question
asked by the hon. member.

QUESTION—FREEZING WORKS,
FREMAXTLE.
Hen. J. MITCHELL (without notice)

agked the Premier: Can the Premier inform
the House whether freezing works will be
erected at Fremantle forthwith or not?

The PREMIER: The word ‘‘forthwith®’
is rather sudden. The Government are fully
alive to the nmeed of freezing works being es-
tablished at a central port, such as Fremantle,
for the encouragement of production in this
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State, and as soon as arrangements can bhe
made for doing so, these freezing works will
be started.

QUESTION—PROFESSOR PATEESON.

Mr. HICEMOTT (without notice) asked
the Premier: Is Professor Paterson a servant
of the Government? If so, is it a fact that
he charged the Government £100 for analysing
the Esperance soils?

The PREMIER replied: Professor Paterson
is not directly a servant of the Government,
but he did receive an honorarium for analys-
ing the Esperance soils. What the amount was
I do not remember.

Hon. P, Collier: It was £100.

QUESTION—FREEZING
ALBAXNY.

Mr. THOMSON (without notice) asked the
Premier: In view of the reply just given by
the Premier regarding freezing works at Fre-
mantle, seeing that facilities are already pro-
vided so far as cool stores at Albany are con-
cerned, do the Government propose forthwith
to establish abatteirs and provide facilities for
the export of lambs at Albany?

The PREMIER replied: I am not in a
position to answer the question at present. T
had no intimation that this question would be
asked.

WORKS,

BILL—LAND TAX ADJUSTMENT.
All Stages.
Introduced by the Colonial Treasurer and
read a first time.

Second Reading,
The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. .I.
Gardiner—Trwin) [4.45}: I move—
“‘“That the Rill be now read 'a second
time, *?
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcelera.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the
Treasurer in charge of the Bill.

Clause l-——agreed to.

Clanse 2—Adjustment of tand tax:

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Tt is with-
in the knowledge of the Committee that we
did away with the super tax. The objeet of
thig clanse is to put the man paying land
tax in the same position with the others. We
have heen colleeting from that man 12
months’ tax on the six months; and the pur-
rose of the Bill is that the excess paid shall
be eredited agninst amy land or income tax
which the man may have to pay under the
Bill we purpose passing this afterncon. As
Treasurer, I naturally regret having to sur
render any revenue.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: This is something
new. We were told definitely by the acting
Treasurer and legal adviser of the Govern-
ment that the tax was not being paid twice.
Now the Colonial! Treasurer. acting no doubt

Colonial
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on legal advice, informs us that the tax has
been paid twice.

The Attorncy General: Of course it was
paid only once.

Hon. J. Mitehell: But double the amount
wad paid; and that is paying twice.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Seeing thab the
Government are bard up for money and
that the tax has already been paid, it would
not do much harm if the Treasurer retained
it. No individual will feel muech benefit
from the passing of this Bill.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: I am glad that the
Treasurer is rendering justice to the people
by this Bill. They have been taxed double
owing to an error of this Committee, and
that obvious injustice shouid be remedicd.
The amendment which I moved in this con-
nection the other day, and which the Attor-
ney General opposed, would have effected
the same objeet in a very much better way.
Parliament, having made a mistake, should
rectify that mistake.

Clapse put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX AS-
SESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT,
Council’s Amendment,

Bill returved from the Legislative Council
with a schedvle of two requested amend-
nents, which were now considered.

In Cominittee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attoruey
Generul in charge of the Bill
No. 1.~-Clause 7, Paragraph (d)—Strike

out in lime 2 the word ‘“twenty’’ and insert
‘“twenty six’’ in lieu:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Colonial
Treasurer, who has now returned from the
Eastern States, has nevertheless asked me
to take these amenrdments for him as I have
become familiar with the passage of the Bill.
This amendment deals with allowanees cor
deductions to be made for children. T do not
propose to repeat the many arguments used
for and against this particular proposal in
this Committee a few days ago. Under the
Bill presented by the Treasurer the allowance
was £10 per child. This Committee increased
that to £20, and the Council have now in-
creased it to £206. I told hon. members pre-
viously that the exemption of £10 per child
meant a loss of £5,000 to the Treasurer, and
that if it were inereased to £20 it would maan
a loss of £12,000 to the Trcasurer. If we are
to accept the amendment from another place
it will represent a further loss to the Treas-
urer of from £3,000 to £4,000. T think we
have whittled away the Bill quite far enough.
I appeal to hon, members to support the de-
cision of this Committee and not agree to the
amendment made by the Council. The Treas-
urer objected to the inerease from £10 to £20,

LawuLidDLX. |

and he much wore strougly objects to the

further increase to £26. In another place this

was carried with a majority of one. I move—
““That the amendment be not made.’’

Hon. P. COLLIER: We previously had a
full and e¢xhaustive discnsion on this ques-
tion, and there is not much to be gained hy
again debating it at length, Still, I do not
think any argument has yet been advanced
to shake the justification for this deduction
of £26, It will give relief to a highly de.
serving section of the community whom it is
the duty of Parliament to assist and encour-
age, particularly at this time; T refer to the
married men bringing up families, Tt is all
the more necessary when we remember that
the cxemption provided in the Bill has been
greatly reduced. There are other important
considerations besides that of revenue. Dur-
ing the passage of the Bill the Government
have given away from the originally esti-
mated revenue to be derived under the Bill
considerably larger sums than is represented
by this amendment. I am very glad that the
members of another Chamber have set us so
commendable an example in this amend-
ment. I appeal to the Committee to
adopt the higher view taken by another
place and agree to the amendment.
It is remarkahle, where the workers are con-
cerned, the Govermment are prepared to stand
firm, There is no vacillating, no elasticity, and
we do not hear of the Government throwing the
Bili on the Table and saying, ‘Do as you like
with it.’? They stand firm as a rock. The
only provision in the Income Tax Bill on whieh
there was any detecrmination shown was in the
clanse that affected the workers of the country.
It is most significant. When it came to giving
away a charge to the pastoralists the Govern-
ment fell over themselves in their eagerness to
do so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Whilst the
hon. member has been spezking we have been
consiclering the effeet of the position. As the
Premier pointed out to me, after all it does
not make much difference, and as far as hon.
members opposite are concerned, they need not
run away with the idea that they are getting
or giving anything, T have said all aleng the
man who curns £4 a week and has three child-
ren pays no tax, the man who earna £5 o week
and has five children pavs no tax, and the
man who carns £6 a week and has seven chil-
drea pays no tax. The Treasurer tells mc
that he would advise the Committee to let
this particular provision go. Therefore, I
ask leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T now move—

““That the amendment be made.’”’

GQuestion put and passed; the Council’s
amendment made.

No. 2, (Mause 7, paragraph (£)—Strike out
proposed Subsection 12:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T do not pro-
pose to oppose this amendment. I move—

““That the amendment be made.’’

Hon. W, . Angwin: What does it mean?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt is merely
a machinery method of dealing with the Com-
missioner’s work, Of the interest paid by the
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taxpayer to his bank on a mortgage, the Com-
missioner allocates so much to the business, so
much to the premises and so much to another
business, and so on. That is what he does
every day of the week. It is ordinary routine,
whether expressed in a Statute or not. This
amendment has been put in to more clearly
cxpress what is now done.

Hou, W, (!, ANGWIN: | gather from the
remarks of the Attorney General that the Com-
mis-ioner has been doing tomething wrong in
the past aml he now seeks for authority.

The Attorney General: T did not say that,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Attention has been
drawn to it now and in the future it cannot be
done unless we pass this amendment. This
practically has heen done withont legal au-
thority.

The Attorney General: There is legal aw-
thority but it was not clearly expressed.

Hon, W.C. ANGWIN: Ag there is autherity,
1 do not objeet.

Question put and passed;
amendment made,

the Council’s

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions reported, the report adepted, and
a Message accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Council’s Amendment,

Amendment made by the Counecil
considered.,

now

In Conunittee,

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Colonial Trea-
surer in charge of the Bill

Clause 3, Subelause 2—Strike out ¢‘and from
no other source’’ and insert after the word
¢¢person,’’ in the first line, the words ‘‘not in
receipt of any income chargeable. ’”:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Members will
remember that we passed what were called two
equalising sebelauses in Clause 3 of the Bill,
so that a person who had income chargeable,
apart from companies, and receiveil income
from companies as well, should pay a greater
tax on the whole of his income, receiving credif
for that for which he had paid dividend duty
in his company, That was No. 1. No. 2 is
designed to meet the case of a man whoe had
income from a company only and from ne
other source. That is to say, No. 1 dealt with
the case of a man who has an income, say. of
£5.000 from a company and £3,000 from other
sourees. No. 2 is designed to meet the case of
a man with an income drawn entirely from a
company aml from no other source, so that the
man who had £5,000 would still be taxable
under the inerease. These provisions were
drafted by the Solicitor General and myself
and we wused the words ‘‘from no other
source.”’ That is, baving ne chargeable in-
come at all. In effect the amendment of an-
other place is to use the words ‘‘having no
chargeable income’’ instead. T have discussed
this matter with my ecolleagues as to whether
it made any difference in regard to the revenue.
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I do not tbink it does. It simply exprosses tin
same thing in another way.

Hon. P, Collier: I think so too.

The ATTORXEY GENERAL: If a mar
had income from a company and eame unde
the increases, e is entitled to be treated as :
person who had that income apart from the
company and that income would be subject te
the usual deduvetions, that any person woulé
have, The desire of the Commissioner is ¢
place the man with an income from companie:
on the same footing as the man receiving in
come frem other sources. We have alway:
referred to it as ‘‘income chargeable’’ an<
that has evidently been in the minds of mem
bers of another place, who think that thes:
words will improve the BRill I therefor
move——

“‘That the amendment

Question put and passed;
ment made.

Resolution reported, the
and a message accordingly
Council.

be made.’’
Couneil’s amend

report adopted
returned to th

BILL—WHEAT MAREKETING.
All Stages.

Received from the Legislative Council and
read a first time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [5.33] in moving the second read
ing said: I desire to remind hon. member
that a Wheat Marketing Act to confer cer
tain powers on the Government with regar
to the marketing of the wheat harvested du:
ing the season 1916-17 was passed in 191
The desire of the Government was to extem
the operation of the measure until the har
vest of 1918-19, but another place amende
the Bill so as to provide that it should onl
apply to the wheat harvested dwring the ses
son 1017-18. That wheat has to a great ex
tent been bandled. The Bill was referred t
a select committee and that seleet committes
taking into consideration the criticisms whie
had been levelled at the management of th
wheat scheme, and the general dissatisfactior
as they stated, which had heen expresse
therewith by all parties, and recognising thei
inability to take evidence on the subjeet prio
to the close of the session, recommended th
House to pass the Bill amended by the dek
tion of the words, ‘‘applving the operation
of the Bill to the 1918-19 harvest’' as pre
vided in Clause 2, on the understanding tha
the Government would forthwith appoint
Royal (Commission consisting of members o
hoth Houses of Parliament, acting without re
munecration, to inguire into all matters cor
nected with the control of the wheat schem
since ifs inception, and to advise as to i
future operation and control. We have no
been informed yet as to whether any resol
tion has been passed in the Legislative Cout
¢il with regard to the Royal Commission
ing appointed, but T take it we will be ir
formed in due course. It may be that th
Bill was passed by the House in its presen
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form on an understanding tbat a Royal Com-
misgion would be appointed to inquire during
the recess into the operations of the Wheat
Marketing Scheme.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Minister’s assurance
will take the place of a resolution.

The PREMIER: I am not aware that he
has given that assuraace.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If he has given that as-
surance a reselution will be unnecessary.

The PREMIER: Certainly, I have no doubt
that if he has given the assurance, 2 Royal
Commission will be appointed on the under-
standing that it will earry out jts duties with-
out remuneration,

Hon., P. Collier: Is it the intention of the
Government to appoint such a Commission?

The PREMIER: I take it the Government
are mot averse to the appointment of a Royal
Commission. A great deal of ecriticism hag
been levelled at the operations of the scheme.
The Government feel certain that ary inquiry
that may be held will show that much
of the criticism has heen wrongly levelled at
the administration, and that the work of the
scheme is not in the condition some people
wigsh to represeut. When I was in the East-
ern States I heard that it was considered
by the represemtative of the Imperial Gov-
ernment in Australia that the working of the
scheme in Western Australia was more satis-
factory than it was in the Eastern States, so
much so that the representative of the Tm-
perial Government did mot think it would be
necessary in any way for him to visit West-
ern Australia,

Hon. P. Collier: Was it at a luncheon you
heard it%

The PREMIER: I heard it in cold blood,

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Honorary Minister had
been over there and I suppose he told them,

Mr. Broun: How would they krow if they
made no investigations?

The PREMIER: They would know from re-
ports. Tt has to be remembered that this
wheat belongs to the Imperial Government
and they have te see that the wheat is pro-
perly protected.

Hon, P. Coliler: Not the last harvest.

The PREMIER: I think it will be an ad-
vantage if this matter is inquired into by a
Royal Commission, and I am quite sure it will
be found when the Commission meets, that
the wheat marketing scheme has not heen car-
ried out in the way some people endeavour to
make out. ’

Mr. O'Loghlen: A lot of the ohjection is
against the price in comparison with the Ame-
rican price.

The PREMIER: A farmer can only receive
the amount that is guaranteed less the expense
in getting the wheat on hoard ship.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It has never heen explained
why the Ameriean price is twice as high as
ours.

The PREMIER: That price is for their
own wheat, and there js a very big popular
tion in America, over 80,000,000. T believe
that if the war ecased and shipping was re-
leaged, the price of Australian wheat would
go up coogiderably. I have been told that on
the best authority. Farmers can therefore
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look forward with every confidence to obtain-
fng a better market in the future. With re-
gard to the Bill itself, there is very little in
it except the agreement between the Westra-
lian Farmers, Ltd., and the Government with
regard to the acquiring of the wheat. The
Bill ratifies that agreement. The work of
acquiring is now pretty well completed. Of
course I know whoever takes on a business
such as this which affeets so many people, will
be criticised, Taking all in all, however, the
work has been carried out in a satisfactory
maunner. Certainly there have been little
hiteches at times, which might have oecasioned
friction and annoyance to those who have to
deal with the matter. Taking it all in all, I
do not think there is very much to ecomplain
of in Western Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: The farmers think so.

The PREMIER: This Bill only extends the
operation of the Wheat Marketing Act to the
harvest which has just been brought in, and
when Parliament meets again the operations
of the Wheat Marketing measure will have to
be again extended. It was desired to extend
the operations of this Bill for a further
period, but the Legislaive Couneil considered
in jts wisdom that it would be better to allow
the Bill to extend to the operations in eonnee-
tion with the harvest which has just been
reaped, and consequently it comes to us in
this way. The further matters contained in
the Bill will be more for the Committee stage
than for the second reading. One could e¢n-
large upon the great advantages of wheat
growing and of the difficultics which the
furmer has to contend with in the growing of
cereals, but T do not intend to do that at pre-
sent. The farmer, although he may Dhave
many diffienlties to contend with, has at all
times a fecling of hope. I bhelieve the future
lot of those engaged in these operations will
he better than it has been in the past. I am
sure that hon. members who sit opposite are
jnst as anxious to see the farmer successful in
Western Australia as we on this side are.

Hon. P. Collier: We are the real representa-
tives of the farmers. .

The PREMIER: T am sure the farmers will
at all times reccive sympathetic treatment at
the hands of hon. members. I move—

“‘That the Bill be now read a second
time. "’

Mr. BROUN (Beverley) [5.47]: I am dis-
appointed and surprised that such an im-
portant measure as thiz is being brought in
to this Chamber at the dying hour of the
I feel certain that had we been af-

session.
forded an opportunity for discussing this
measure fully, it would have taken us a

considerable time to do’so.
Hon. P. Collier: Days.

Mr, BROUN: Tt would have taken us a
ennsiderable time to effect the drastie
amendments which we would have en-

deavoured to bring about.

Hen. P. Collier: Time is on the side of the
Government.

Mr. BROUN: I understand from the Pre-
micr that the Govermment are in favour of
the appointment of a Royal Commission to
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inquire into the whole question of the hanid-
ling and acquiring of this wheat. If that is
the ease I should like to know from the
Premier how long that Royal Commission
is going to sit.

Hon, J. Mitchell: Tn recess.

Mr. BROUN: There is nothing to prevent
the Commission from sitting any length of
time that is desired. The Commission could
sit on for 12 months, with the result that we
shall have the Wheat Marketing Bill held up
s0 long that we shall not be abie to con-
sider it before the next harvest comes in.

Hon, P. Collier: Do you think the bung-
ling has been so bad that it will take such a
long time to reveal it all?

Mr. BROUN: VUndoubtedly. I hear that
in the case of this Royal Commission the
members are not to reeeive any remunera-
tion for their work. In all probability they
will, therefore, hurry in their duties, be-
cause it will not pay them to loiter. That
being so, we may have the recommendations
of the Royal Commission to go on with when
Parliament meets again. It is highly ecssen-
tial that we should hate the measure
brought down to ihis House as early as pos-
sible after the new session opeus. I want
an assurance from the Premier, that the
Wheat Marketing Bill next year will be
one of the first intreduced into the Cham-
her, so that we shall have an opportunity of
exposing the faults that are in the present
measure, and endeavonr to rectify them. The
Bill now before us is absolutely worthless to
the farmer. The agrcemeat with the millers
is most disastrous, and & number of amead-
ments are required in the Act to make it
equitable. Unless we have an opportunity of
getting those amendments into the Bill we
are going to meet with the same disaster
with our coming harvest that we had with
the previous harvest. The agreement of
course, is only for the year 1917-18.

The Premier: We shali have a Bill early
next session.

Mr. BROUXN: So long as 1 have that as-
surance from the Premier——

Hon. F. E. 8 Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Youn know it has to come in. How are
you going to handle the harvest?

Mr. BROUN: The position will he the same
then as it is now, unless the Bill is brought in
early. Here is a Bill brought before us in
connection with the acquiring of the 1817-
18 harvest, and we are asked to ratify that
agreement when the work in eonncetion with
it is almost completed.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is a bad business.

Mr. BROUN: It is a rotten business. I want
the Bill brought in early in order to pre-
vent any agreement being signed before the
next harvest is handled.” I also want to see
the Government ready to handle the harvest
when the harvest is ready for them. Tast
year the farmers had to hold up their wheat
until Janvary, and cart it out from their
fields under cover, and to the siding long
after it was taken off the fields.

The Premier: We did not have anything
of the sort.
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Hon. T. Walker: Ol yes, we did.

Mr. BROUN: Certainly we did. Tbere
have been hundreds of bags of wheat served
in that way., Hundreds of bags had to be
left in the stubble felds waiting for the
agents to take delivery of them.

Hon. P. Collier: All lying out in the rain.

Mr. BROUN: The farmers reccived word
that the agents would take delivery in the
first week in January, but they did not do
so until the 15th Japuary. As a rule most
farmers have to take off this crop as
speedily as possible, to protect them from
unnecesgary risk, such as fire and hail, When
the harvest is taken off, T want the Govern-
ment to remember that every day that
passes after that harvest is off means a loss
to the farmer, because he is prevented from
putting his stock in while the wheat bags
are stacked on the fields. He has been un-
able to feed his stock in the past, and sheep
have been going back in condition while the
farmer has been waiting to shift his wheat.
After that, he had to wait until the middie
of February te remove it, when he shonld
have been doing something else on the farm,
We want the Bill in time to be able to deal
with the harvest straight away.

Hon, T, Walker: Of scrateh.

Mr. BROUN: We desire that the Govern-
ment should make all preparations, and be
ready for the handling of the harvest when
it is fit to Dbe handled. I deo not want a
repetition of what has already taken place
in this State. The statement I have made
has been contradicted. T suy againnow, that
it cannot be eontradicted. T am absolutely
confident that when a quantity of our wheat
is removed it will be as black as ink in
the centre of the stacks.

Hon. P. Collier: They are putting the weev-
ily wheat in with the clean wheat.

Mr. BROUN: T have been given an assur-
ance that this is not so.

Hon. P. Collier: Some men on the stacks
have assured me that it is so.

Mr. BROUN: I have myself ingspeeted a
stack of old wheat at a siding where hoth
new wheat and old wheat had been stacked.
At the time I inspected it at this particular
siding the old stack was partly taken down.
It was impossible to obtain trucks in order
to earry the wheat at the time, and the new
wheat was stacked a short distance away
from the old stack., Over an inch of rain
fell with the result that the rain drove thous-
ands of weevils out of the old stack on to
the new stack. When I inspected the new
stack the corners of the bags were red with
weevil. The weevils penetrated the bags on
the new stack, and when the bags were
received by the agent at the depot it is
not likely that they would see any weevila
unless they opened the bags in order to try
and find them, They would not come aecross
the weevils in sampling, except by chance, for
the weevils had worked their way into the
centre of the wheat. The dampness of the
wheat itself will hreed weevil without the
weevil being there already. We want to over-
come that position. The Governmeni should
decide what they are going to do with the
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wheat, and low they are goiug to store it.
They must think about it now, and ought to
have been able to say a month ago to the
farmers of the State ‘*We are going to guar-
antee you 3s. a bushel on trucks. We guar-
antee you 4s., and 3s. on delivery.'’

Mr. SPEAKER: Docs this Bill deal with
the next harvest? I think it merely affects
the last harvest. N

Mr. BROUN: That is the position tbat has
been announced quite recently, for no sale
has yet been made, The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment and our Government have not de-
cided what is going to be paid for the next
harvest.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
farmer.

Mr. BROUXN: The resvlt is that hundreds
of farmers will not worry about patting in
any crops, because they possibly will not
get anything for the wheat when it is grown,
We expect the Government to get on with
the handling of the wheat, and to make pre-
parations in ample time, so that we shall have
none of the waste which has taken place in
the past. T regret that we have not been
ahle to pull this measure to- pieces as we
should have done, as the session iz almost
closing. The FPremier has given his assur-
anee that there will be a Royal Commission
appeointed, and that we shall have an oppor-
tunity of making amendments to the next
Bill. I will offer no further opposition to
this measure going through, as after all it
only concerns the harvest for 1917-18. If it
were not for that faet, I would say that it
would take at least three days to get the
measure through this House. TUnless an alter-
ation is made in the next measure which
comes before the House it will meet with
most strenuons opposition from members on the
Country party benches.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) ([6.0]: I
should prefer to have given way to my friends
who are more (directly representative of the
farmers upon this matter than we on this side
of the House are, as I recognise that they arc
more intimately concerned with this Bill, and
all that appertaing thereto, I should like to
compliment the member for Beverley (Mr.
Broun) upon the tome of the speech which he
has just delivered.

Hon, [F. Mitchell:
apeech.

lion. P. COLLIER: XNot a good Opposition
speech, but a speech such as the oeccasion calls
for., With the memher for Beverley, I protest
against the late introduction of this Bill. We
have presented for our consideration at this

Their troubles about the

A pood Opposition

late hour, practically within an heur or two of -

the closing of the session, and this although
we have heen sitting since November of last
year, a Bill the importance of which could
searcely be exaggerated. It is upon the wheat
growing in this country and upon the handling
of the harvests that the State has to rely for
pulling through the years ahead of ws. It is
altogether too important a measure for these
dying moments. I think I am justified in ask-
ing the Government for some explanation as
to why the Bill has not heen presented here
earlier. So far as I know, there is no exeuse
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for the delay. The House is entitled to be in-
formed whether the delay is due to some hitek
between the Government and the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. in regard to the signing of the
agreement? [s it a fact that the company who
contracted for the acquiring of last year’s
harvest refused to sign the agreement tiil the
last moment, and that that is why this mea-
sure has Leen hung up? If it is so, the House
is entitled to kmow it. Certainly, it is a faet
that in December of last year or early in the
present year we passed the measure extending
the Wheat Marketing Act of 1916, and conse-
quently gave the Government power to enter
into on agreement with this company for the
handling of the harvest. So far as I can see,
there is no Teason whatever why the present
Bill should have heen withheld until the very
last hour. An explanation of the delay is due
from the Government to the House and to the
country. The wmember for Beverley (Mr.
Broun) says he will be satisfied with an as-
surance from the Government that before any
agreement is made for the handling of the
next harvest, Parliament shall he consulted
and shall bave an opportunity of discussing
the terms awl conditiona.

Hon. P, E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-

ter): Parliament has to bhe consnlted.
Hon.. P. COLLIER: It has not to be
consulted. What power has Parliament over

this present measure? It is a perfect farce
for us to be diseussing it at all, when almost
the whole of the work has been completed. In
ordinary circumstances the work ought to have
been completed before now—I refer to the
collecting of the harvest. But it does not mat-
ter whether the House approves or disapproves
of any one line of this Bill; we have no power
to alter the measure. The agreement has been
signed by a representative of the Government,
and it is a. binding legal agreement irrespec-
tive of any attitude this House may take.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Tt is silly to ask us to
ratify the agreement.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Assuredly. By the Bill
we passed last year we gave the ‘Government
power to make the agreement, and therefore
it is quite unnecessary for this House to ratify
the agreement. The only thing that is new in
the Bill, and that does require ratifying, is the
gristing arrangement with the millers.

Mr, Pickering: What can we do as regards
that?

Hon. P. COLLIER: That was signed in
Mareh last, and there is the end of that too.
We are perfectly helpless. Here we are, deal-
ing with a matter of such great importance to
such a large section of the community and to
the State in general, and dealing with it at
this hour. The whole proceeding is a complete
farce and an utter waste of time, So far as
the collecting of the wheat is concerned, the
work is practieally.done; but that is not so as
regards the millers. T do not know whether
or not T wounld be justified in assuming that
the delay in bringing forward this im-
portant meagure is in some degree due to the
fact that the Minister who controls the wheat
scheme is, apparently, carrying the whole bur-
der of the Government as regards important
matters of administration. As T protested
earlier in the session, so I protest now, against
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the manner in which all the big, important
quertions affecting the very existence and the
futurce of this State are being administered by
an Honorary Minister, Is the Minister break-
ing down under the burden placed on his shoul-
ders? As showing the work which must he
involved in the administration of the wheat
scheme, [ have only to point to the fact that
the Honorary Minister in charge of it has had
to visit Melbourne twiece within the past six
months for the purposc of attending eonfer-
ences. 1n addition to having the responsibility
of administering this scheme, and controlling
the whole of the harvest of this State, worth
millions of pounds, the Honorary Minister bas
other important duties. He is charged *with
coping with the great problem that has re-
cently come upon this State in the form of the
rabhit pest, besides discharging all the mnlti-
farious duties attaching to the office of JMinis-
ter for Ariculture. Tt is time that some of the
responsible Ministers, holding portfolios, took
over the important work of this State and re-
lieved the Honorary Minister of the heavy bur-
den he is earrying. I attach a great deal of
tmportance to this peint, and therefore I am
stressing it. This is the first time, in my know-
ledge of the administration of the affairs of
this State, that several big and important ques-
tions affecting the very life and welfare of the
country have been handed over to the charge of
® Honorary Ministers, while the minor sub-de-
partments are being administered by respon-
sible Ministers holding portfolios. 1T think a
stage has hbeen reached when an alteration
should be made in that respect. Tn my opinion,
this measure now before us should ke adminis-
tered by a responsible Minister sitting in the
reople’s House, where he would be subject to
critivism from time to time. It is almost as
important that this measure shovid be adminis-
tered by a Minister sitting in this House, as it
is that the portfolio of the Treasury should bhe
held in this House. The two matters are of
ulmost cqual jmportance. The administration
of the Treasurer will depend largely upon the
manner in which this measure is administered,
and upon the handling of the harvests. I do
net know what has eaused the delay in comnee-
tion with this Bill, but probably the Govern-
ment will offer some explanation later. So far
as the limited opportunities I have bad of gain-
ing information in regard to the handling of
the harvest enable me to judge, T agree with
the member for Beverley, Although it was
promised that the entive harvest would be in
by the mididle of April, it iz not all in yet;
net by a considerable amount, I understand.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott({ Honorary Minis-
ter): Tt is very nearly all in,

Hon, P. COLLIER: We are now at the end
ot May, and not in the middle of April; and
this delay of six weeks, T would remind hon.
rmembers, covers a period when the elimatic
cenditions here are fraught with grave conse-
quences to the harvest.  Within the last few
weeks there has been a break in the weather,
and a considerable amount of rain has fallen.
Tt was of the utmost importance and conse-
quence to the country that the harvest should
have been all in beforc the recent rains com-
menced. I am led to believe that a consid-
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eruble proportion of the harvest is still at vari.
ous sidings, exposed to the weather and the
rain; and we know what the result will he,
and in the near future too. DMoreover, whilst
the prineipal Aet gives power to appoint an
advisory committee, that provision has proved
largely a dead letter. There has been -an ad-
vigsory committee, rome members of which have
felt impelled to resign because of the treat-
ment they received. But cven whifst it may he
true that the committee are still in existence,
I' understand they are to a great extent ignored
in important phases of the administeation of
this legislation.  Tmportant ster.s have heen
taken affecting the mantgement and control
of the harvest, withont reference to or eonsul-
tution with the advisory committee. In view
of this fact—and the House ought to know
whether it is a faet—it is time that a change
was made. I think that Parliament, in insert-
ing that provision in the principal Act, ex-
pressed u desire that the advisory commmittee
shoull be entrusted with such duties as would
make them helpful in the administration of the
scheme. That result canmot be achieved if the
committee are to be igmored from time to time,
as [ understand has heen the case during the
past 12 months. .

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. P. COLLIER: As I understand mem-
bers of another place are now awaiting our
pleasure, and also as I fully recognise that
any time occupied in the discussing of this
measure at this stage is more or less futile,
having regard to the fact that we cannot alter
anything, and that the work of the contract
which this Bill authorises has already been
carriad out, I have no desire to occupy the
time of the House any further. 1 only desire
to say that I am sorry that we have not had
an opportunity of discussing effectively this
gristing agreement with the millers. The
agrecment so far as it relates to the acquiring
and handling of the harvest has been dis-
cussed more or less from all its aspects on
previous oceasions, and I do not think there
%5 anything new in it. It is mostly along the
lines under which the harvest has been han-
dled for the past few years, but the gristing
agreement with the millers as outlined in
the second schedule of the Bill is new,
and having some knowledge of the millers
of this State, and having some appre-
ciation of the keen manner in which they
are able to protect their own interests, I
was apprehensive during the past month or
two that the agreement was perhaps not as
good as it might have been from the State
point of view. T was apprehensive beecause
of the significant silence which has prevailed
in milling circles. When the millers of this
State are carrying on operations which are
not entirely to their own advantage, they are
a class of the community who very quickly
make themselves heard and felt, and the sil-
enee on their part during the past two or
three months indicated to me that they had
secured an excellent agreement from their
point of view. I think a perusal of the Bill
confirms that assumption. Here again we
may complain, but not with any effect becanse
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it is too late. The agreement is signed and
will have to go oun. The gristing allowance
of 7d. per bushel is %d. per bushel in ad-

vance of that whieh it was contemplated’

to pay earlier in the year. On the other band,
the Minister in charge of the Bill in another
place claims that there were some other con-
cessions in the agreement which compensaie
for the inerease in the gristing allowanee. It
will be for thoese intimately acquainted with the
business to say whether that is so or not. So
far as my knowledge goes it is not so. That
will be a matter for the consideration of thoge
particularly concerned, but the whole agree-
ment scems to be drawn along those lines
which are characteristic of the millers. T have
no doubt whatever that if the Honorary Minis-
ter, assuming that he was solely responsible
for the agreement, had sat around o table
with representatives of the millers, the com-
bat of wits and intellect would have heen
an unequal one becamse these men, the mil-
lers, have no equal in driving a bargain where
their own interests are concerned, and this
agreement indicates that they have suceceeded
to a considerable extent. I think I am voie-
ing the qpinion of every hon. member, when
I say that so far as the handling of the com-
ing harvest is concerned, Parliament should
have an opportunity of cousidering every
phase of the question and that the agreement
shonld be placed before Parliament before any
binding contract is made. It is the least that
can be expected that the representatives of
the people shall have an opportunity of eon-
gidering in detail every phuase of the next
agreement which the Government way desire
to enter into for the handling or the gristing
of the ecoming harvest. Whilst the Premier
says he believes there are very few gennine
grounds for complaint in regard to the man-
ner in which the harvest has heen handled, T
can only say that another place by their atti-
tude have not endorsed that sentiment, be-
cause they have refused to give the Govern-
ment power to make an agreement for the next
harvest. They have limited the operations of
this Bill to the harvest now bheing handled
and they have also only agreed to allow thi%
Bill toe pass on condition that a Royal Com-
mission is appointed to investigate and re-
port upon the whele of the scheme sinee its
ineeption. That indicates, at any rate, that
members of another place—and many of them
have an intimate knowledge of the question,
being directly affected—are not satisfied with
the manner in which the whole busginess has
been handled in the past. I take it that the
Government have agreed to the appointment
of a Royal Commission; and whilst ordinarily
I have very little faith in Royal Commissions
or the result of their labours, I hope that the
one which will be appointed in this instance
will be an exception to the rule, that they
will be able to evolve order out of seething
chaos, and that when Parliament meets we
shall have an opportunity of dealing with the
whole matter of the agreements proposed to
be entered inte before anything is done.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [7.40]:
There is no need to discuss the Bill at great
length, because the Bill means nothing at all.

_point a Royal Commission and when
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It is simply confirming an agreement which
has been entered into, signed, sealed, and deli-
vered. The Government have agreed to ap-
that
Commission reports to this House, the whole
business can be fully discussed. We who
come from the wheat growing districts are
specially interested in this question, We rea-
lise that all costs of every sort, all waste, or
loss, are debited againgt the farmer. We
realise that if the wheat is badly handled
there must be a loss. We were told that
notwithstanding there might be some loss
in conneetion with the haudling, the in-
creased weight would make that loss good.
But we are entitled to the increased weight.
Every grain Iost is a loss against the farmer,

Hon. P. Collier: That is like the milkman
who spills his milk and makes it up by water-
ing it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I wish to point out
that all costs are debited against the farmer,
Farmers’ representatives should show keen in-
terest in this matter. T know that the Hono-
rary Minister in charge of this scheme has
had considerable trouble, bui I am afraid@ he
has brought a good deal of it on himself, The
inquiry which is to be made will have to be
very tolerant.  There must he eriticism. The
Premier” has pointed out that this is a very
big scheme and there will always he a preat
deal of dissatisfaction and erificism. There~
is no doubt about the fact that the Honorary
Minister made a serious mistake when he
said he would nof receive the wheat until
January, That meant a considerable loss.
There was the insurance to pay on the wheat
in the field; there was the loss in weight and
the loss of interest, hecause the money to be
advanced against this wheat should have been
in the hands of the farmer six weeks before
it was paid. The delay was due to the late
building of the sheds, The Minister for
Workz erected the sheds within the time
speecified but he got his instructions three
meonths too Jate. There will be a loss also be-
canse wheat has been left in the eountry un-

‘covered.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary 3Mlinis-
ter): There is plenty of iron about.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: A considerable quan-
tity of iron might have been obtained. There
is no doubt, too, that even if the iron were
available, the timber was not available. The
woodwork of the shed was only recently com-
pleted. The Minister himself will admit that
he made a2 mistake in not having the sheds
erected three months earlier., The eonse-
quent loss falls on the farmers, and they have
a right to enter a protest. Then, too, there
will be the weevi]l trouble, becanse weevilly
trucks have been used to carry the wheat to
the depot. Something has been said about
the agreement. We have no power to alter
the agreement. The passing of the clause
ratifying the agreement will be merely an
empty action, because we are not given any
option, we cannot vary the agreement. Natur-
ally the millers’ agreement is favourable to
the millers. Tt must be remembered that the
millers do not pay anything for their wheat.
They are milling weevilly wheat and, conse-
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quently, they bave to go to more trouble than
would be the case if they were milling ordi-
nary wheat, On the other hand, they have
not to put one penny of capital into this busi-
ness this year, as they would have to do
under mormal circumstances. Moreover, they
will get an e¢xcellent price, a price altogether
too high, and they have very favourable
terms of sale. At the same time, of course,
they have to look for markets in the Far
East, Notwithstanding that it " is the
scheme’s flour which is sold, if the miller
does not pay his aceeunt to the pool within
seven days, he bas to pay only five per cent.,
which, in the circumstances, s a very low
rate of interest, for the scheme's money is
worth more than that, There are some strange
clauses in the agreement. The aequiring
_agenis take very little responsibility. The
wheat is merely passed on by them. As far
as I know, the principal complaint against the
acquiring agents has been in regard to dock-
ing. It is quite wrong to unnecessarily dock
a farmer a farthing. When we are simply
dealing with fair avcrage quality wheat, all
that we ean expect of the farmer is fair aver-
age quality wheat. I could enumerate cases
of congiderable dockings having been made
by the acquiring agents, We must endeavour
to provide against that next year. One thing,
the question will be fully inquired iote by the
Royal Commission, There ia a point which I
desire to refer to once more, pamely, the
composition of the advisory committee. That
committee should be composed of men wholly
independent of the Government. I hope the
Premier will make a note of that. He knows
that T object to any official of the Government
being on the committee. The committee
should be independent and free to criticise the
Minister or the management, and free also
to offer advice on any peint.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Then you do not think Mr. Sutton
should be on the committea?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am perfectly cer-
tain that no official of the Government should
he on the committce. This wheat is being
handled for the farmer by the Minister. The
farmer’s protection lies in that advisory com-
nmittee. Mr, Sutton was on the ecommittee
when I went to the department in 1916, but
Mr, Button then went back to his work. This
left a ecommittee of independent men, and in
no case had I to refuse teo accept their ad-
viee.

Hor. P. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Were they pleased when you were
there?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They were just as
pleased with me as the House is with the Hon-
orary Mipister. The committee were satis-
fied with me, I think. One member of the
committee wag not satisfied with me, but then
he never would be in accord with anybody. [
ask the Government to see that the farmers
are represented on the advisory committee, and
that that committee shali be absolutely inde-
pendent. In my time the advisory commiitec
dealt fully with the agreement.
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Hon. T. Walker: Then, how did they let
all these privileges to millers pass?

Honr, J. MITCHELL: I know nothing of
the drafting of the agreement before us to-
night. 1 conteml that the advisory cowmmit-
tee musi be entirely free to act agaiust the
Minister if necessary. 1 will not offer any
opposition tu the Bill, Still, I du not approve
of it, for the reason that, in the first place, it
does not mean anything, and, in the second
place, the Royal Commission will report on
it carly next session, when we shall have an
opportunity for discussing the whole question.
The State’s liability in this matter requires
close scrutiny by every member of the House.
While the State is responsible to the farmer
for the care and realisation of his wheat, the
State is responsible to the Commonwealth for
every penny weg owe in respect of the wheat,
and the State is responsible to the farmer for
the full amount of the guarantee. No matter
what happens to the wheat, we are atill res-
ponsible to the farmer. Thus, it will be seen
that this guestion of the handling of the
wheat coneerns every member. It is a great
national question, for the Britieh Government
are anXious that wheat should be produced,
and if we are to do nalional work we must
go on with wheat preduction, It does not
seem to me at all right to ask the House to
ratify an agreement which the House cannot
alter.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Cbhair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

Clause l—agreed to.

('lause 2—Extension to wheat harvested in
1917-18:

Houn. W. C. ANGWIN: The leader of the
Opposition asked the Premier the reason why
the Bill was not dealt with earlier in the
session. The Premier has not replied. For
my part T would Yike to ask the Premier how
he accounts for the insertion of Clause 18
of the agreement, sceing that it was not con-
tained in any of the previous agreements.
Inder this agreement the liability of the
aequiring agents is very much less than it
has previonsly been.

Mr. PICEERING: Is the Premier prepared
to make a definite statement as to what he
is going to do regarding the on-coming sea-
son?

The PREMIER: There is really no need
for this clanse at all, as we have already
decided that the principal Act shall apply to
the wheat barvest for the season 1917-18,
Tt is the intention of the Government to
bring down at the earliest possible moment
next session a Bill to deal with the forth-
coming harvest. In view of the fact that
another place has passed a motion request-
ing the appointment of a Royal Commission
te inquire into the wheat marketing scheme,
the Government have decided o appoint this
Caommission. TUpon the report of that Com-
mission the arrangements for next year’s
harvest will be completed and hreught be-
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fore the House. T regret that this Bill has
been brought down at this late stage. This
is largely due to some difference of opinien
which existed between the various parties. An
agreement of this kind should have been
brought before Parliament earlier. I will
do my hest to ensure that the House is
placed in full possession of matters such as
this at an carlier stage in the future. As
to the time which huas eclapsed between the
first and sccond readings of the measure in
another place, this is due to the faet that
the Honorary Minister was away attending
a mecting of the wheat board in the Eastern
States,

Clause put and passed,

Clause 3—Ratification of agreement in
first schedule:

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: T should like to hear
from the Premier why it was though the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. have had to put up
a bond of £20,000, they have only been liable
for one farthing per bushel on the wheat
handled; and why paragraph 18 of the agree-
ment was inserted here, when it has never
been inserted in previous agreements of the
kind? Tt is of course true that the respon-
sibility of the contractors js not so great
ander this agreement as it has been under
past agrecments, and that the Government
are liable for more than they have been in
the past.

The PREMIER: T cannot exactly sav why
this paragraph 18 was inserted in the agree-
ment,

Hon. T. Walker: Were any of your pre-
sent Ministers members of the contracting
company when this agreement wag drafted?

The PREMIER: I cannot say.

Hon. F. BE. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): I believe I was, because I had six shares
in the Producers’ Union, which Mr. Harper
had. These shares are valued at 6s. 9d. I
am afraid I have forfeited them now.

The PREMIER: There may be some mem-
bers of the Ministry who had an interest in
the Westralian Mercantile Company.

Hon. T, Walker: Did Hon. C. F.
bold an interest in it?

The PREMIER: T do not know.

Mr. Pickering: He could not hold more
than 250 shares,

Mr, Johnston: If he had any it would not
have interfered awith his action,

The PREMIER: T do not think the hon.
member believes that any Minister wonld,
even if he had shares in the company. do
anything that would favour that company.

Baxter

Hon. T. Waiker: No pecuniary interest
perhaps,

Mr. Johnston: The Honorary Minister
has driven somc hard bargains with the

Westralian Farmers Ltd.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (TTonorary Minis-
ter): A very just one.

The PREMIER: The Hon. Minister has
indeed driven some hard bargains with this
company. He has been looking after the in-
terests of the State throughout his negotia-
tions, and has at the same time conserved
the interests of the farmers. I know that he
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has put a great deal of energy into the mat-
ter, and that his whole desirc has heen to
comserve the interests of the Statc and pro-
tect the farmers, When the scheme was
drawn up, I understand it was considered
that, although a bond was required for
£20,000, if there was such a amall amount
of wheat handled as not really to require
such a big bond, the agent would then be
linble to the farthing per bushel. If the,
number of bushels which passed through an
agent was 16 million, a bond for £20,000
would be justified. But if, on the other
hund, the quantity of wheat handled way
only 6,000 or 7,000 bushels, the bond would
hbo too mueh; and in that case the agent
is to be liable only according to the quantity of
wheat handled by him; and %d. per bushel
was considered a fair and reasonable rate.
Twenty millions of bushels at % .d. per bushel
would represent £20,833. The agreement was
based on a larger harvest than wus actually

obtained. I think this provision is only
fair,
Hou. T. WALKER: The explanation of

the Premicr, and the agrecement itself, bring
into prominence that, notwithstanding the
hard bargain driven by the Honorvarvy Min-
ister, the contracting company reccives an
advantage never pregiously givem to any
buyer of wheat. Prior te the present ar-
rangement, the buyers were in eompetition,
and each individual huyer had to put uwp a
deposit of £20,000.

Hon. F. BE. 8. Willmott (Hounorary Minis-
ter): But the conditions were so entirely dif-
ferent.

Hon. T. WALKER: Never mind I am
pointing out that each of the six companies
in the field had te put up a guarantee of
£20,000, making a security of £120,000 to
everybody concerned that the business would
be conducted in an homourable manner.

Hon., J. Mitehell:  But that is for 12
menths’ liability for the care of the wheat,

Hon. T. WALKER: I kpow that. But as
regards this partieular company, which re-
ceives an ahsolute monopoly and his no com-
petitors whatever, it is stipulated in  one
clause of the agrecinent that the company
shall be treated like other companies and
put up a deposit of £20,000, but the very
next clause of the agreement takes away
that iiability. Tt is extraordinary to me that
thig monopoly should have its liability re-
dueed to one-half, or less than one-half.
What influecnce has been at work? I quite
agree with the Premier that it would be ab-
golutely wrong for any of us to infer that
becanse Ministers had shares in that parti-
culnr company they had pecuniary motives
for giving the company a special favour. 1t
is not that, and T am not inferring that. Bot
there is the liability that those interested in
a company of this kind, which is morc or
lesg associated with a definite political force
in this country, might allow their politics to
influence their favouritismn, and thus might
he led to assent to a clause in the agreement
allowing this eompany some particnlar priv-
ilege or immunity which they would not



grant to any other company. That is a lia-
bility this IHouse and the c¢ountry have to
guard against., 1t is neccessary that we
ghould have not only the assurance of the
I'remier, but the determination of the whole
(abinet, to bring down early in the next
session a Bill dealing wilii the whole subject,
hefore the terms of the agreement are de-
finitely settled. The House should take part
in framing the agrecwment.

Hon. J. Mitchell: [ think the guarantee of
£20,000 is quite sufficient.

Hon. T. WALKER: I do not know that it
is; I do not like the limitation. Another
feature which renders it imperative that the
House should have an opportuanity to deal
with the agrecment, is the wonderful and
extraordinary concession that has been made
to the mitlers. The farmers have not becn
so thoroughly ccnsidercd as the millers huve
heen and as the contracting company has
been considered. Tt is the farmers who will
have to suffer,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do not
profess to have any speeial knowledge of
this matter, but L wish to submit a point for
the Committec’s consideration. Objection
has been raised to the guarantee of £20,000
as not being sufficient for any damage that
may oceur.

Hon. T. Walker: No.
that we object to.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Twenty
thousand pounds would be a guarantee for 20
miilion bushels of wheat; and the amount of
money for which, on the present harvest, the
agents would he liable is, at 14d. jer hushel,
cover for 75,000 bushels of wheat, or 25,000
bhags. I wish to ask the farmers® renresenta-
tives, who understand the matter, whether that
25,000 bags swould be more or would be less
than is likely to be damaged. Tf it is more,
then the £20,000 guarantee is fully justified.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tf any good purpose
could be served or any result achieved by vot-
ing out this cause altogether. I would gladly do
s0. As I said on a mensure which was hefore
us earlier in the session, the manner in which
the apgrecment was made waa iniguitous—that
is not too strong a term. The agreement was
made without any regard for the equitable
claims of the other aequiring agents, and it
was made in the manner it was made heeause
the men who econtrol the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltd. are the same men who control the
organisation responsible for the existence of
the Honorary Minister who made the agree-
ment.,

Mr. Harrison: You are wrong.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T am not wrong, The
lirectors of the Westralian Farmers T.td. are
nlso members of the politieal organisation
which controls the political life of the Hon:
orary Minister who made the agrecment.

Ar. Harrison: They all withdrew.

Hon. P, COLLIER: All the more reason
why no agreement should be made with this
body by any Minister who is a shareholder, in
however small a degree, in a comnany with
which he is making an agrcement, until this
House has had an apportunity of discussing

Tt is the next elause
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the agreement, and of ratifying it before any
final terms are arranged. The priociple is
wreng. The Honorary Minister coneerned holds
some shares in the company.

Mr. Pickering: I do not think his interest
exceeds £10.

Hon. P, COLLIER: [ do not ecare if it does
not exceed ten pence. I do not think the
pecuniary interest comes into it &t all; the
Honerary Minister is not interested in the
company to that extent. But—what is of equal
importance—the other interest, the political
interest, comes into it. Some of the control-
ling personalities in the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. are also controlling individuals on the
executive of the Farmers’ and Settlers’ Agso-
eiation,

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Henorary Minis-
ter}: You are wrong,

Hon., P. COLLIER: They are associated in
some way.

Mr. Harrison: You are quite wrong,

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): They may be associated; but you must
not say that tbey are on the executive of the
Farmers’ and Settlers’ Association,

Hon, P. COLLIER: This agreemeat was
made behind the backs of other acquiring
agents last year and it was made in a wmanner
that was not straightforward. After the Hon-
orary Minister got all the information he eould
from other aequiring agents, and after leading
them along the road & certain distance he took
a turn and made this agreement with the Wes-
tralian Farmers, I hope there will be no more
of that in the future. I believe the strongest
eritics of the Ministers are the men who pushed
kim into it. [ say that the Minister is trying
to do justice to the State; where I see the
Minister being attacked the more convinced am
T that the Honorary Minister is standing up
against undue pressure,

Mr, GRTFFITHS: The statement which the
hon. member is making has been denied over
aud over again. It is absolutely uutrue, but if
the hon. member keeps on repeating it he will
convinge himself that it is true. So far as the
Westralian Farmers are concerned, if the mem-
her wasg ‘to have a little conversation with them
he would find that they do not look on Mr,
Baxter as their particular friend. They are up
againsgt him and have been from the outset.
So far as the gentleman who has made the
agreement is concerned, I have heard great
complaints and I am not satisfied with the
scheme. There have bheen great cauvses for
complaint. The member controlling the scheme
has had great difficulties to contend with, TFor
instance, there was a strike. At the time he
took over he had a manager who was not
assisting him and a board that brought about
a preat deal of the chaos that existed.

The CHAIRMAN: We are not dealing with
the manager or the inside working of the
scheme, but with the ratification of the agree-
ment.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am glad of the assur-
anee that we are going to have an agreement
brought down early next session, so that the
scheme can he handled in a business-like way,
Bo far as the whole thing is concerned, I am
delighted that we are going to have a Royal
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Commigsion to inquire into the schems to place
it on a proper footing for the future.

Mr. HARRISON: This agreement has come
down for ratification when 90 per cent. of the
work has been dome. A good deal has been
said about the waste and the Minister has been
blamed, but there are more than the Minister
handling the scheme. There is the Advisory
Board, the acquiring agents, and tke Railway
Department. Qne of the largest contributors
to the waste has been the Railway Depart.
ment, for not covering up the trucks, and
if we could get the report from the
gentleman who is now in the Eastern
States reporting for the Imperial Gov-
ernment, wo should fin@ that most of
the waste was due to the Railway Department.
We have had recent rains; nearly all the wheat
coming down to the various eentres in trucks
is uncovered. The bags get wet and they are
thea put into the centre of the stack and gen-
crate heat. The bage become rotted, the wheat
becomes perished. I want the Minister to use
his influence with the Railway Department to
sec that next season there will be covered
frucks.

Han, W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister for
Works misunderstood me entirely. The agents
arc responsible for the wheat in transit. If
this is lost they have to pay for it. In all
previous agreements agenta were responsible,
They had to put wp a guarantee. In this agree-
ment £20,000 has to be put up and the Minister
said that represents 20 million bushels of
wheat, There never has yet been in the State
anything like 20 million bushels.

Mr. Broun: In proportion their guarantee is
greater than the other agents ever put up.

Hen., W. (&, ANGWIN: The year beforc
last this company handled more than half the
wheat.

Clanse put and passed. -

(lanse 4—Authority for agreement in
second schedule:

Mr. JOIINSTON: I wish to draw attention
to paragraph 22 of the agreement with the mil-
lers under which it is provided that the mil-
lers shall pay interest at the rate of five per
cent. The interest which the clients of the
Agricultural Bank and the assisted settlers
are called upon to pay has been raised to
seven per cent.,, and I want the Government
to make the interest similar in both cases.

Hon. P. Collier: This is another way of dis-
cussing the rate of interest to Agricultural
Bank clients. Tt is rather astute on the part
of the hon. memher, but it i3 out of order,

Mr. JOHNSTON: I want an assurance as
to whether this rate of five per cent, is to be
adopted in the future, and why it is five per
cent. here when it is seven per cent. in other
Government departments at the present time.

The PREMTIER: This elanse deals with the
amount of intereat which shall be paid by the
millers. When the proper time comes I shall
be glad to inform the hon. member with re-
gard to the interest paid by clients of the
Agricultural Bank. I will see that attention
i8 given to the matter, and I am obliged to the
hon. member for bringing it under notice.

Clause put and passed.

Clause G—agreed to.
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Schedules 1, 2, 3—agreed to.
Title—-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted,
Third Reading.
Read a third time and passed.

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS — CLOSE
OF SESSION.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
AMoore) [8.56]: Tt is my intention to move
that the House at its rising adjourn uatil the
19th June,  This will be following out the
wguzl custom and then Parliament will be pro-
rogued by Proelamation. T recoguise that we
have had a strenuous two years of Parlia:
mentary life and all hon. members must have
felt the strain to a considerable extent. Whilst
they have been engaged in their Parliameng-
ary duties other matters of great importance
have also demanded their attention. There
was the consciption referendum which took
place, and that was followed by the general
clections, and during the periods of these two
events Parliament stood adjourned.  Then
there were hmportant conferences in the East-
crn States which had to be attended. Alto-
gether T am afraid that we have not been able
to get through our business in that satisfae-
tory way which we would have desired. We
have all had a strenuons time and I desire to
thank you, Mr. Speaker, for upholding the
dignity of the Chair and for the impartiality
of vour deeisions, On behalf of bon, mem-
hers, T also desire to express my appreciation
to the officers of the House and to the ‘‘Han-
sard’’ reporters for the work that they have
performed, and also the patience which they
excreigsed in earrying out the onerous dnties
entrusted to them. The staff have ministered
to all our requirements with that conrtesy for
which they are proverbial and I feel that, in
common with hon. members, they will be
pleased to be relieved of the strain of Par-
liamentary work for a period. T thank hom.
members who sit opposite for the conrtesy
they have extended to me as leader of the
Government. I feel that they have done their
duty to the couniry, and the hon. pentleman
who sits immediately opposite to me hag at all
times endeavoured to carry out his duty with-
out being unduly factious. He feels with me,
T know, that we are at present passing
through the most eritical period in the his-
tory of the nation, and that it is our duty to
refrain, as far as we can, from anything of a
factious nature, I thank hon. members for the
courtesy they have extended to me, whilst at
the same time throwing their efforts streou-
ously into seeing that all the measures
brought hefore the House were thoroughly
thrashed out hefore becoming law. T haope
hon. members will have a pleasant recess. T
know that the duties of members of Parlia-
ment never cease. At the same time I hope
that when we meet again we shall meet feel-
ing that there is a brighter future for us. In
respect of measons in  Western Australis,
things never looked better, If only we had
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peace without as we have peace within our
borders, 1 atn sure that Westorn Australia
woilil be nhle to go forward on the road of
progress, [ oask vour pardon, Sir, for having
inculgad ot so great 4 length in moving the
motion, hut 1 should not like to sce the House
adjourn without having expressed my Feelings
in vegied to the maner in which their doties
have been earried out by the staff. 1 wish to
offer to you, Hir, my vespeets, amd my ack-
nowlalgments to hon. v embers who sit oppo-
site, anl with whom, althongh we may by
upposed to polities, we may mntually go for-
witvid in endeavouring to do the best we e
in the interesta of the country. | move -
Sat the Housa at its rvising adjourn

il Weodnesday, tha 109th June.’!?

Hon, I, COLLAER (Boulder) [9.3]: DPer-
haps b omay be allowed to second the notion
submitted by the Premier.  Tn dleing - so [
shithl Jike to say T join with the 'remier in
the expressions of  poadwill to which he has
uiven utterance. 1 suppose every wember of
the House will be pleased to he released from
the somewhat long aund trying session through
whirh we have passed, 1t has been long, be-
vimse of cireumstanees over which no membor
of the Tlouse has vontrel, Sinee T have been a
member we have wot previeusly been sitting in
May, @l T hope, now that some of the dis-

turbing  elements and  influenees which con-
tributed to the lateuess of the session have

Jrassed awny, we shall e able to meet in the
new session at o reasonable time, and rise at
the customary date prior to the Christinas
holidays, I think [, too, can say that the
husiness of the House, having regard to all the
vircomstanees, has been condueted in n fairly
amicable and friendly spivit. The ontward in-
fluenees of war and other abnormalities have
hal their cifect also in this Clhamher, and
whilst we have differed strongly on mutters of
paolitical prineiple which had te be discussed,
we nevertheless have Lieen able to maintain
that difference in a friendly way, amd T hope
we shall be able to continne in that spirit to
tte ond of this Pacliament, Tn the first ses-
ston of & new Tarliament the Government have
feen in the happy position of being backed up
by an overwhelming majority, which some-
times makes the path of a Government easy,
although, as I know from past experience, it
sometimes makes the path of a Government
somewhat stony. Bat, taking all in all, T think
the Government have not much to eomplain of
in rogard to the large following on that side.
May [ express the hope, too, that the com-
paratively small number on this side have ful-
filled their duties iu a manner not rnworthy of

1923

His Majesty 's Opposition. | would like to
jeiu with the Premier in expressing thanks to
you, Sir, for your utmost kindness and con-
sileration at all times in debate. To the
Chairman of Committecs and the officers of
the Tlonse also, T think our thanks are due
for assistunee and vonsideration ou very many
oceasions. T hope that members will enjoy a
brietf respite from their Iabours, abtheuph it
promises to be short, having regared to the un-
dertaking of the Treasuver to Lring down his
Rudget in Jdaty,  However, | suppose most
menthers will exense the TPreasurer even it he
finds himself unable to comply to the full with
that promise. But 1 hope that in the inter
vening  periol  between  the present and  the
opening of the next sessimn, members will he
ahle to enjoy a little rest, amd that we shall
meet  with renewed vigour to earry on our
work and Cace the many wslonbtedly diflicult
prablems confronting the State. T eonelugion
T should like to say that, ahove all, aul be-
youd everything we hope, as indeed the whele
rivilised world is hoping at present, that peace
will onee more reizn upon the earth,

Mr. SPEAKER [9.8]:  Permit e, Mr
tremier and Mro Colfier, to thank xou for the
kind expressions you lLave made towards my-
self and the offivers of the tHouse. | realise
that we have had indeed a very strennons ses-
sion, vovering a period ol seven months, and,
ax the Premier has pointed out, interrupted hy
important issues affecting not only the State
but the Entpire. Tet me express the hope that
hon. miembers will retirn nest session after
their rest—we have bheen reminded by the
leader of the Opposition that in view of the

“Estimates coming down in July it will be hut

a lrief vest--with that vigonr aund strength
neevssary to earry out the funetions of Pavlin-
ment in the manuer expected ol them by their
comstituents ol the State at Inrge, T wish to
thank the Chairman of Committees and the
Depmty Chairen for the serviees they have
rewdered, T thank members penerally for the
kimdness they have extendal to me s
Speaker. They have assistel me in every way;
indeed T feel it would he hopeless for e
to attempt to earry out my lMmetions withont
that courtesy and kindly sapport invariably
extended to me by members of lhoth sides of
the TTousc.
Question put and pazsed.

L\

RILI—LAND TAX ATMURTAMENT,

1+ RWeturned - from the Council without
meut,

amend-

House adjourned at M10 paw,
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